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Spring 2004

Discussion Section, Week2

Example from Reisenzein (1986) as referenced in Bollen (1989)

Reisenzein performed a social psychological experiment on helping behavior where he uses a hypothetical story about a person collapsing and lying on a subway floor.  

Indicator Questions (all on the scale 1 = none at all, 9 = very much):

y1
How much sympathy would you feel for that person?

y2
I would feel pity for this person

y3
How much concern would you feel for this person?

y4
How angry would you feel at that person?

y5
How irritated would you feel by that person?

y6
I would feel aggravated by that person.

Sample Covariance Matrix:


y1

y2

y3

y4

y5

y6

y1
6.982

y2
4.686

6.047

y3
4.335

3.307

5.037

y4
-2.294

-1.453

-1.979

5.569

y5
-2.209

-1.262

-1.738

3.931

5.328

y6
-1.671

-1.401

-1.564

3.915

3.601

4.977

N = 138

Sample Correlation Matrix:


y1

y2

y3

y4

y5

y6

y1
1.000

y2
0.721

1.000


y3
0.712

0.584

1.000

y4
-0.368

-0.250

-0.364

1.000

y5
-0.362

-0.222

-0.327

0.722

1.000

y6
-0.283

-0.255

-0.304

0.744

0.699

1.000

